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An introduction to the variety of ways in which languages change over time, and ways in 
which we can study language change in languages. This course assumes no previous 
knowledge of any branch of philology or linguistics. Those considering taking the 
philology paper in Classics Mods should attend this series in their first year. Those 
taking or paper 554 ("Comparative Philology: Indo–European, Greek and Latin") in 
Greats, or in the joint schools, should attend this series in the year after Mods. 
Graduates taking options in historical linguistics and comparative philology are likewise 
encouraged to attend, and other interested people are very welcome. This series will be 
repeated next year. 
 


